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has never ceased to suffer from it in its municipal life* For
the tradition was set, that if you were not on die side of the
Chamberlains, you might play no part in the city's public
life, obtain no honour, or, no matter what your merits, be
regarded as a person of consequence* Unfortunately far
too many people then and later were willing to concede this
dictatorial position to Chamberlain; but the Member for
the Caernarvon Boroughs was not of their number*
Both in the House of Commons, and on platforms up
and down the country, the contest between these two not
unequal swordsmen raged fiercely through the two years
1900 and 1901*   "England's tawdriest statesman** was
one of the epithets which Lloyd George flung at Chamber-
lain in a speech delivered at Cardiff; and going on, he said *'
" The land of the despised Celt, forsooth, where freedom
dwells in every heart, and whose sons have shed their blood
to cement the fabric of this Empire, is treated as though it
had no right to talk about the Empire in the face of
Birmingham* Why, some people talk as if the British Empire
was to be found in the backyard of Birmingham*   In the
present disastrous war, it has been for the Celts to die, and
for Birmingham to deal, to take the profit and to supply the
muskets by which our own soldiers have been shot down*
If there is one thing which the Liberals specially need in
these times, it is some leader on the Front Opposition
Bench who will unmask the pretensions of this electro-
plated Rome, its peddling Imperialism, and its tin Ca*sar,"
In the House Lloyd George took Chamberlain to taak for
his mean conduct in throwing out hints of the
treasonable contents of letters written before fh$,
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